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STATEMENT ON THE IMPORTANCE OF JUSTICE AND RESPECT
FOR HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE 2020-2021 ELECTORAL PROCESS
IN UGANDA AMIDIST THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC
On 14th January, 2021 Ugandans will yet again go to the
polls to choose the person to lead them in the next five
years as President and the directly elected members
of parliament. This is a very important and significant
event for all Ugandans that allows them to exercise their
constitutional mandate to determine who leads them and
who makes policies for the development of their country
and betterment of their lives.

These measures include the country wide lockdown that
imposed night curfews, banned public meetings, public
and private transport, closed schools and places of worship
among others. During this period, gross human rights
abuses were registered in Uganda as security personnel
went into excesses to implement the lockdown stringent
requirements.
Despite the COVID-19 threat, the Ugandan Government
allowed the scheduled general elections to proceed
insisting that everything would be alright as long as the
standard operating procedures (SOPs) were followed.
Less than one month into the campaigns, it has come out
blatantly clear that the mixture of enforcing the COVID-19
SOPS and the electoral process have become incompatible.
Horrific scenes have been witnessed on the Ugandan
streets where security forces have shot, killed and injured
scores of unarmed civilians purportedly in an attempt to
limit crowds and curb the spread of COVID-19. Over 500
Ugandans mostly from the youth bracket picked from
different campaign rallies and demonstrations against the
alleged state harassment of their political candidates are
now languishing in jail.

It is worth noting that Ugandans are going for the elections
under circumstances like never before when the entire
world is threatened by the COVID-19 Pandemic. The
pandemic has disrupted lifestyles causing physical, social,
economic, health and environmental stress never seen
before in recent world history. This pandemic that has no
available medicine to date has affected every community,
every person, every service and every basic need for
the survival of humans. Women who are the main bread
winners of their families in Uganda have felt the full force
of the impact of this pandemic.
We have observed with concern that government agencies
have not balanced efforts directed at curbing the spread
of COVID-19 with efforts directed at protecting natural
resources and the environment in order to avert a
situation where the pandemic will exacerbate the already
bad climate change situation. We have for example noted
that while the Government is aware that the economic
hardships imposed on the people by the pandemic will
make them encroach on natural resources such as forests
for sheer survival, it has not come out to reverse decisions
directed at quick depletion of natural resources such
degrading a huge chunk of Bugoma Forest and turning it
into a sugarcane plantation. Protecting natural resources
and mitigating climate change effects should be a top
priority for those vying for political offices during the
elections season.

CONSTITUTIONALISM AT STAKE
We are so much concerned that all efforts of the state
towards curbing the spread COVID-19 seem to ignore
the importance of preserving the right to peaceful
demonstration and protest, which is enshrined in article
29 of the Constitution. This right is also inherent in the
commitments that Uganda has made under Article 6, 7 and
123 of the Treaty Establishing the East African Community.
The African Union Declaration on Democracy, Political,
economic and corporate Governance also commit Uganda
to protect the “inalienable right of the individual to
participate by means of free, credible, and democratic
political processes in periodically electing their leaders for
a fixed term of office.”
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The vigorous electoral process in Uganda therefore comes
in the wake of very strict but sometimes abused measures
imposed by Government to curb the spread of COVID-19.

Goal 16 of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
commits Uganda as a member of the United Nations to
“promote peace and inclusive societies for sustainable
development, provide access to justice for all and build
effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels.
Unfortunately, there appears not to be much zeal on
the side of the government to adhere to constitutional
obligations and international commitments to mitigate
and eliminate the structural bottlenecks to peace. Despite
dozens of Ugandans being killed and maimed in this
electoral fracas, some senior government officials are still
making inflammatory statements that are likely to result
in the escalation of violence and make many Ugandans
get more disoriented and lose faith in the constitutional
processes in the country. Recently, many Ugandans were
left dumbfounded when the Minister of Security, Gen. Elly
Tumwine appeared before the media and threatened that
the police will continue to shoot to kill any Ugandans that
provoke them to a certain degree. The utterances of the
minister coming at a time when Ugandans are mourning
the death of over 50 people killed in cold blood in just 2
days for participating in political campaigns are not only
unfortunate but unacceptable.

The Government and civil society actors should drum up
deliberate and concerted efforts to protect and preserve
the rights of marginalised categories of people in society
such as women, children and people with disabilities during
these hard times of COVID-19 and a fluid political season.

OUR DEMANDS
NAPE, its host community partners, friends, members and
well-wishers demand the following:
The COVID-19 pandemic should not be used as a
springboard for rogue security officials to harass and maim
political candidates and their supporters from the different
political divides.
The incumbent President of Uganda should prevail over
state security agents not to take the law into their hands
and curtail high ranking Government officials from making
inflammatory statements likely to incite violence.

Government should not use the COVID-19 pandemic as
an opportunity to pass developments that will negatively
affect the environment and impact upon community’s
health and well-being, without proper and meaningful
popular consultation. The Government should not
lower environmental standards, suspend environmental
monitoring requirements or reduce environmental
enforcement as part of response measures to the COVID-19
pandemic.
CONCLUSION
Participating in choosing political leaders is an important
constitutional right of every Ugandan. It is the duty of the
government and all its agencies to ensure the spread of
COVID-19 is kept under check in a manner that accords all
Ugandans dignity and respect and which does not degrade
all the other provisions of the 1995 Constitution.
Signed

……………………....
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FRANK MURAMUZI
For and on Behalf of;
National Association of Professional Environmentalists
(NAPE) /Oil Watch Uganda/Friends of the Earth
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The government needs to re-affirm to the citizens that
it is still committed to defending their inherent rights to
freedom of assembly, peaceful protests and demonstrations,
and the right to life as echoed under Article 29 of the 1995
Constitution (as amended).
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The citizens, while they have the right to assemble and
support political candidates of their choice, need to do so
according to the law and also follow guidelines aimed at
curbing the spread of COVID-19.
The state and all political actors should recognise and
uphold the civic and constitutional responsibility of citizens
to protect their vote and ensure that their mandate is
respected when it is announced.

The current events have made many Ugandans to think that
COVID-19 prevention measures are being implemented
selectively and to fear that whatever the outcome, the
Presidential elections are likely be contested leading to
widespread political chaos which might result into loss of
lives and property.
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The police and other security agencies should work with
restraint and respect human rights at all times while
keeping law and order in the entire electoral process.

